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DESIRE to preach to you the second 

‘ sermon in the series on, “The Second 

Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

My theme a week ago was, “The Second Com- 
ing of Christ, the one event more often spoken of 
than any other in the Bible.” 

I affirmed, I demonstrated and I proved that. 
in its narration, delineation and illustration, it 
was inwrought with the entire fabric, the con- 
struction and essential constitution of the whole 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 

My theme tonight is, “The Second Coming of 
Christ, the one event, the one doctrine bound up 
with, and fulfilling, every fundamental doctrine, 
every sublime promise, every radiant hope, giv- 
ing inspiration to every practical exhortation, 
and furnishing the basis of apostolic appeal to 
the highest type of Christian living.” 


4. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


My text may be found in Saint Paul’s Second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians, second chapter and 
first verse: 

‘Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the Com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are those who preach and those who 
teach and multitudes of Christians and others 
who really believe that the doctrine of the Sec- 
ond Coming affords no warrant for appeal, either 
to the Church or the world; that it is a question- 
able doctrine, wholly unimportant, and without 
practical value; that its tendency is to unsettle 
those who preach it and all who believe it, lead- 
ing them to speculation, to exalted imagination, 
and taking them away from the serious and sober 
side of responsible daily, Christian duty. 

i am here tonight to affirm, to demonstrate 
and to prove that, so far from this excuseless con- 
cept and almost brutal misinterpretation being 
true, the truth is, the Second Coming of Christ 
is not only the one event more often spoken of 
than any other in the Bible, it is so woven into, 
is so absolutely a climacteric necessity to Chris- 
tian doctrine, exhortation and promise, that if 
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you should take it out of the Bible, as some 
preachers have taken it out of their theology, 
Christianity as a system of divine revelation, and 
the Book as a record of it, would fall to the 
ground, be broken into fragments and swept 
away as the withered leaves are whirled by the 
autumn gale. 

I affirm the Second Coming is bound up with 
the resurrection of the dead in Christ. 

“The dead in Christ!” 

What a far-flung phrase is that. 

It bids us go back to the hour in time’s begin- 
ning when the faith of men and women looked 
forward through the intervening ages to the 
Cross, the resurrection and the shining glory, 
saw the promises afar off, embraced them and 
died. Through the continuing centuries they 
died. 

“The dead in Christ!” 

_ They are everywhere, under monumental 
piles, storied urn and marble bust, sleeping in 
unmarked graves, in the lonely church-yard, be- 
neath the moaning waves of the restless sea; 
those who have died by rack, by stake and tor- 
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ture; those who have fallen on the field of battle; 
those who have passed out through the gates of 
disease and pain; and others, who have gone as 
when the sun sets and the colors fade softly and 
quietly from the evening sky. 

And they shall rise, every one in his own order, 
in his own company. 

Such an one as Abel, who first told the story of 
redeeming blood, and whose lamb to slaughter 
led, was a picture of Him who was the Crucified, 
and is now the glorified Lamb of God. 

Enoch, who amid the slime and indescribable 
slush of antediluvian iniquity walked with God, 
and walked so intimately that God took him to 
Himself without dying. He shall not rise from 
the dead, but in the company of those who shall 
rise, he shall stand forth among the transfigured, 
changed and glorified. | 

Noah, a preacher of righteousness who for one 
hundred and twenty years testified of the way of 
salvation, in the building of the ark condemned 
the world, and warned a mocking and gainsaying 
generation of the woe to come; Noah, who from 
within the security of the impervious ark, heard 
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the rush and thunder of the mighty flood, and in 

every crash of it heard the accents of the Son of 

God saying that as it was in the days of Noah so 

should it be when the Son of Man should come; 

Noah who, on the hither side of the flood died 

in the faith of Christ. 

_ These shall rise in their own particular com- 

pany. 

The Patriarchs shall rise a separate and won- 

_drous company. 

| Abraham, who kept the flame of faith and de- 
_votion burning on the altar of the home. 

_ Isaac, who yielded to ‘his father’s uplifted 

knife in the full confidence that, though he died, 

God would raise him from the dead. 

Jacob, who when Pharaoh said to him, “How 
old art thour” answered, ‘“The days of the years 
of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
“years; few and evil have the days of the years 

ot my life been;” Jacob, who when the night of 

eath came on: turned his face to the east, 
caught a gleam of the coming and eternal 
morn 1and with prophetic vision foretold that the 
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giver from between his feet till Shiloh should 
come; Jacob the memorial witness to the grace 
of God. 

Joseph, the one man in Holy Scripture against 
whom no charge of sin is made; Joseph, who 
when he was dying told them to wrap him up 
as a mummy is wrapped, put him in an Egyp- 
tian coffin, carry him up to Palestine the Prom- 
ised Land, and place him in the cave of Mach- 
pelah. 

These shall rise and shine in their own par- 
ticular company. 

Such an one as Moses shall rise. Moses, who 
stood on Sinai’s height as it shook and trembled; 
and who, amid the crash of thunders and the 
play of lightnings, waited while the finger of the 
living God wrote the ten commandments on their 
tables of “unquarried” stone; Moses, who hid- 
den in the cleft of the rock as the glory of the 
Lord passed by, beheld what that Lord should 
be in after days when, as incarnate God He 
should walk amid the sons of men; Moses, who 
yonder on the bald and barren top of Nebo, be- 
neath its cloudless sky, at God’s command laid | 
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down to die; and whose incorrupted body was 
buried by the hand of God; Moses, who fifteen 
hundred years after in that body preserved from 
corruption as the perfect type of the body of his 
Lord, appeared with Him upon the Mount of 
Transfiguration and spake of the decease which 
He should accomplish at Jerusalem; Moses, 
who shall revisit the earth and die once more. 
Aaron, the brother of Moses, and his priestly 
sons. 

_ Joshua, the captain of the Lord’s host who led 
hem through the divided waters of the swell- 
ing Jordan. 

These and those associated with them, men 
and women of the unfaltering faith, whose spir- 
itual eyes caught visions of the sacrificial cross, 
these shall rise together in their band. 

‘ The prophets will rise in their own company. 
- Isaiah, who wrote the fifty-third chapter, that 
BD oter in which you see the lamb dumb before 
her shearers; in which you see the cross and the 
thieves on Ane: side, the rich man’s tomb, the 
resurrection and the triumph over death and the 
grave; that fifty-third chapter from which 
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Philip, the evangelist, preached the Gospel to 
the wayfaring eunuch as he went from Jerusalem 
to Gaza down, and “beginning at that same 
scripture preached Jesus unto him.” 

Jeremiah, the weeping prophet who, with his 
face washed in tears, looked forward to the woe 
of Jerusalem when the holy city should be tram- 
pled under foot. | 

Ezekiel, who by the river Chebar saw visions 
of God, and one like unto the Son of Man en- 
throned, high and lifted up above the glory. 

Daniel, who under the impulse of the Spirit 
of God looked down the coming ages and saw 
twenty-five hundred years of unrolling human 
history. He saw Cyrus at the head of his Per- 
sian followers, saw him open the two leaved 
gates of Babylon and overthrow the golden city. 
He saw Alexander arise from the midst of the 
Macedonian hills and with his brazen Greeks 
sweep eastward across the Granicus, beyond Ar. 
bela to the Indus and the Oxus, turn back tc 
Babylon and die in the welter of a drunken de- 
| bauch as the hand of God fell smashingly upon 

his far extended empire, breaking it into its four 
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| great and prophetic fragments. He looked on 
and saw Rome rise like a mighty colossus from 
| the side of the yellow Tiber and stand with one 
foot on Europe and another on Asia. And his 
gaze has come on down to the surge of this red 
‘war, and beyond it to the rise of the ten demo- 
cratic kings and the last Kaiser who with his 
armies shall find their fateful overthrow beneath 
the walls of Jerusalem and in that “valley of de- 
cision,” which is Jehoshaphat. 
_ There is Hosea who writing centuries ago 
‘foretold the very state of the Jews today, and 
‘Amos, and Joel, who tells of the gathering of the 
Gentile nations and the beating of ploughshares 
into swords and pruning hooks into spears be- 
fore it is possible that the swords shall be beaten 
back into ploughshares and the spears into prun- 
‘ing hooks; all the minor prophets to M alacht 
the ibeins pages of whose prophecy 1s bathed in 
; the golden light of that sun of righteousness who 
shall arise with healing in His wings. 

_ These shall rise together, the company of “the 
holy men of old” who spake as they were carried 
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along by the Holy Spirit, and whose words are 
the outbreathed words of God. 

In one of the great libraries of this country, in ~ 
a building of noble architecture and sober, deco- 
rative beauty, an American artist has wrought - 
around the hall a frieze in which the invo- 
lution and genius of it consist in the rugged — 
and gothic like, solemn and all warning figures © 
of these prophets, a wondrous frieze, speaking _ 
to Americans of the need of righteousness and 
truth; but in the morning of the resurrection — 
these prophets, risen and living in glorified © 
bodies, shall stand forth the shining, scintillating 
and quickened frieze of human immortality, giv-_ 
ing emphasis and splendor to the redeemed of | 
God who with them shall constitute His won- 
drous and living temple. 

Among the risen and glorified throng shall be 
seen such an one as John the Baptist who dared — 
to tell a debauched Herod he had no right to 
his brother’s wife; that John the Baptist who — 
Was put to death because the wanton woman 
whom he had rebuked sent her half-naked and _ 
lawless daughter to dance before the king and : 
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so appeal to his lust that at her request (and in- 
spired by her mother) he gave her the Baptist’s 
head in a charger; John, of whom none born of 
woman has ever been greater, shall rise and con- 
front the murderous king and this dancing girl 
as together, they two, shall pass across the thresh- 
old of a final and deserved hell. John shall rise 
in the benediction of the First Resurrection and 
with him all who like him waited for the Mes- 
siah and prepared His way. 

Then amid the resurrection host shall be seen 
that mystic Body, that elect and covenant Bride, 
the Church. 

In that Church there will be distinct and sepa- 
rate companies. 

There shall stand forth the blessed company 
of the Holy Apostles. Peter, who drew forth his 
‘sword to defend the Lord, then denied Him with 
oaths and cursings, went out into the black night 
with broken heart, bitterness of remorse and 
tears of repentance; Peter, who at the close of 
after days given in full surrender to the Master’s 
“name refused, when they came to crucify him, 
to be crucified like his Lord, but demanded they 
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should nail him to the cross head downward and 
let him die like that. 

James, who though he stood for law and much 
of Judaism, has given, under God, and by his in- 
spiration, the clearest vision of this age and dis- 
pensation of the “taking out.” 

John, who leaned upon the Master’s breast at 
supper and heard the inmost beating of His 
heart; John, who dwelt at last in Patmos for his 


Saviour’s sake, saw His glory above the bright- 


ness of the noonday sun, heard His voice as the 
sound of many waters; at His dictation wrote 
the amazing seven letters to the seven churches, 
and the twenty-two chapters of that book of 
Revelation which like the ceiling of a Sistine 
chapel gives the solemn frescoes and the sculp- 
tured outlines of the Consummation hour. 

And last of all, that “Called” Apostle Paul 
whom the Lord met on the road to Damascus, 
blinded for a moment with His glory, then trans- 
formed him into his “bond slave” forever; 
through whom He sent fourteen epistles of the 
New Testament to the Church of Christ; that 
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Paul whose one device is bannered forth in his 
far exultant cry, ‘For me to live is Christ.” 

This company of Apostles shall rise together. 

And along with them, the fathers of the 
Church, the mention of whose names recalls 
their genius, faith and consecration to the cross. 
_ Company after company will rise of saints and 

martyrs; men and women who did not count 
their lives dear unto them that they might pro- 
claim the story of redeeming love and grace and 
seal their faith with generous blood; multitudes 
whose names have never been known; each shall 
rise in his or her own order; and as the stars 
differ one from another in glory so shall also 
these. 

And they shall arise in the bodies in which 
they died, the same, and yet, not the same; for, 
in the body of the believer there is inwrought at 
regeneration the basis of a new, yet old, body. 

Do with the dead body of the genuine Chris- 
tian what you may, that nucleus of the new one, 
like the heart of a planted seed, will be held by 
‘the Holy Ghost in union with the body of the 
risen Lord, and will wait the hour of germina- 
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tion, the resurrection hour when, at the sound of 
His voice who is the Resurrection and the Life, 
it will bloom and burst forth to be the dwelling 
place, the unfading garment of the disembodied 
Christian soul; a body of glory, shining brighter 
than any star of night or sun of day; a body of 
power and no longer of weakness; a pneumatic, 
and no longer a soulical, body; a body that shall — 
be, not the beastly minister to the soul, but the 
flashing instrument of the spirit. 

This is the First Resurrection. 

And that word, “resurrection,” rang across 
Asia and Europe like the sound of silver trump- 
ets; with the far echo of the sound there came a 
light as when the dawn breaks over a long and 
starless night. 

To know the sudden awakening, the marvel- 
lous effect produced by the utterance of that 
word, you need to look at the world of that hour. 

Look at Rome! 

What a Rome it was, with the golden house of 
Nero, the piled up palaces of the Palatine, the 


Forum crowded with basilicas, with arch and 
column. 
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Look down the Appian way as it stretches to 
Ostia and the sea. Receding right and left as far 
as the eye can reach the undulating Campagna, 
filled with cypress tree and garden, and red- 
_ roofed villas and far away vineyards where the 
swelling grapes purpled in the sun of slanting 
hills; and rising up and bordering this unique 
and inimitable roadway, temple like tombs and 
monuments and marble bastions. Draw near 
_ and read the sculptured epitaphs, each letter like 
a frozen tear congealed in the heart of despair 
as the living bid good-bye to the dead, and in the 
stony speech of their own dead hopes, bid them 
good-bye forever. 

Over those tombs, those milestones of the dead, 
there breaks no single ray of hope. 

Then, suddenly, everywhere, men went forth 
proclaiming the resurrection of a man who had 
- triumphed over death and the grave, and the as- 
sured resurrection of all who confessed their 
- faith upon Him. He had risen, He would cause 

them to rise and live again. 
Death took on a new meaning. Men went 
| forth to die; but no longer entered it as stoics 
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pass to hopeless doom, they approached it with 
joyous smile and entered it as conquerors pass be 
neath triumphal arch and scattered wreaths. A 
new name was given to the place of burial. It 
was no longer the spot where life went down to 
corruption, to dust and silence forever; on the 
contrary, these graveyards became ‘‘cemeteries,”’ 
“sleeping places.” Here the body was laid away 
in the name of Him who is the victor over death, 
laid away to sleep, until the morning voice 
should bid them wake. 

And when, think you, shall this resurrection 
take place? 

I answer you— 


At the SECOND COMING of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


As it is written: 

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be madealive. But every man in his own 
order; Christ the first fruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s, at His Coming .... . For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel and the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
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first .. . . for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
_ dead shall be raised incorruptible.” 
_ Hark! “If a man die shall he live again?” 
Who is asking that? Itis Job, asking it out of 
the long, long ago. 
Let us answer him. 
H “Yes, Job, the dead in Christ shall rise and 
| live again. They shall rise, and live and be im- 
_ mortal when our Lord Jesus Christ shall come 
a second time.” 
_ Take away the Second Coming, spiritualize 
it, take it out of the preaching, repudiate it, say 
_ Paul and all who taught it were mistaken. 
What thenr 
I answer, apart from the Second Coming of 
Christ you have not a single fragment of Scrip- 
ture which, under legitimate exegesis, warrants 
_ you even to expect the resurrection. 
“Without the Second Coming of Christ there 
- never will be a resurrection of the dead in Christ. 
If you deny the Second Coming of Christ, 
then go to the graves of those you loved, em- 
( balmed in your tears and laid away in hope, and 
_ write over them the words, “never-more.” 
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If our Lord Jesus Christ does not come a Sec- 
ond time every Christian who dies will remain 
a disembodied ghost forever. 

And yet there are would-be wise and advanced 
teachers who talk about the unimportance of the 
Second Coming. 

Nay! The Second Coming is so important, so 
vital to faith and hope, that it is bound up with, 
inwrought with the whole principle and promise 
of the resurrection of the Christian dead, the 
dead in Christ. 

It 1s bound up with the doctrine and promise 
of the transfiguration of the living. 

It is written, that by one man sin entered the 
world and death by sin, and that death has passed 
upon all men; and that it is appointed unto men 
once to die. 

From the beginning the scythe of death has 
swung an unhindered swath. It has spared 
neither rank nor sex, nor age; king and cotter, 
prince and peasant, high and low, young and old, 
have fallen before it like ripened grain before 
the reaper’s blade. 


Those of us who have passed the meridian of 
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life have seen them go, great figures on the hori. 
zon of time; we have seen friends and relatives 
fall before the unhesitating blow. We who are 
alive begin to look at the gray hairs swiftly and 
surely coming amid the black or brown, at the 
wrinkles multiplying on face, on neck and hands. 
We wonder why we cannot walk so far today, or 
do so much, or so quickly in a day as we used 
todo. The fact is, death is approaching us, even 
while we talk of life and years and plans. Be- 
cause death cannot be ignored; because there is 
but a step betwixt us and that sudden snapping 
of the chord, that instant breaking of the pitcher 
at the well, business, contracts, marriage, are 
made in view of death; and because of its all- 
pervading presence and demand, men every- 
where say (and it is a phrase common to all lan- 
guage), “one thing 1s certain, and that 1s, death.” 

And yet, men and women, hear me! 

The one thing that is absolutely uncertain is 
death. ae 

Nothing in all the world is so uncertain as 
death—to the Christian. It is uncertain because 
it is absolutely sure and certain there will be a 
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generation of Christians on the earth who will 
never dle. 

They will be going about their daily avoca- 
tions. Some will be carrying burdens, stabbing 
themselves with the sharp daggers of perplexity; 
some will be standing at the cross-roads of hesi- 
tation, not knowing whether to turn to the right 
or the left, and the night and darkness coming 
down. Some will be old and some will be young. 
Some will be languishing on beds of pain, and 
some may be entering into the shadow of death; 


when, suddenly, each shall feel a thrill, a quiver, . 


a throb of ecstasy and delight, a sense of freedom 


and splendid power; the dim eyes will see, the 


feeble knees will become strong, the nervous, 
trembling hands will become fresh and young. 
Youth, like an elixir, will run through every 
fibre, each Christian shall shine, and each shall 
see the other shine in immortal beauty. They 
shall stand changed, transfigured, glorified; 
Christians who shall never be measured for a 
shroud, and for whose bodies the graves shall 
never yawn. 
And when is this to be? 
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I answer, dt the Second Coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

As it is written: 

“We shall not all sleep (we shall not all die) 
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound . . . and we shall be 
changed (transformed) for this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.” 

IMMORTALITY. 

What a word is that! How men have dreamed 
of it, and sung of it, and written of it, and sighed 
and turned their faces to the wall and given it up. © 

Years ago I stood before the Rostra in the 
Forum and tried to recall the hour when Cicero, 
yonder on the Velian hill perhaps, talked of im- 
mortality, read the Phedo and sighingly said: 
“Plato thou reasonest well, but—”’ 

And that was all. 

‘And all the speech and all the writing, and all 
the rhetoric, and all the philosophizing to-day, 
leaves man standing at the edge of the grave 
without any answer that does not make it a guess, 
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forcing from his lips the bitter soliloquy, “To be 
or not to be—that is the question?” 

But, listen to the proclamation that the Son of 
God is coming a Second time, and that His shout 
will ring down the heavens and raise the dead, 
and then, it is written: 

“We which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.” 

The dead raised, the living changed at the 
Second Coming, and this might be any moment, 
any hour, “when ye think not.” 

And yet, there are men standing in the pulpit 
with an open Bible and the very promise and as- 
surance of God leaping to their vision, who actu- 
ally dare to say to the hungry souls before them 
that the Second Coming of Christ is an unimpor- 
tant doctrine, a questionable event. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is not only bound up with the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the dead in Christ and the cer- 
tainty of anon-dying and gloriously transfigured 
generation of Christians, it is bound up with the 


i 
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doctrine of sonship with God and likeness to 
Christ. 

Sonship with God is not a natural prerogative. 
All men are not sons of God. God is not the 
Father of allmen. He is the Creator of all men, 
but Father only of those who believe in His Son; 
as it 1s written: 

“For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus.” 

The moment an individual believes in our 
Lord Jesus Christ; the moment he offers Him 
by faith as his sin-offering, his sacrifice for sin 
and his personal substitute, that moment God the 
Father accepts the death of Christ on the cross 
as though the believer had been executed and 
done to death there. He transfers the obedience 
of Christ to the benefit of the believer. He ac- 
cepts Christ risen from the dead as his repre- 


sentative, as his righteousness; so that it is writ- 


ten, “God hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the right- 
eousness of God in him.’ Then Christ the risen 
Lord as the Second Man, as the new head of the 


race, communicates His own perfect life to the 
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believer and gives him the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in him as the seal of redemption, the guarantee 
of salvation, and the pledge of immortality. 
The believer is then linked up to the body and 
life of the Lord. He becomes so identified with 
Him that it is said, he is “joined to the Lord,” 
and that he is “one spirit’ with Him, of His very 
essence. He becomes a son of God, not only by 
sacrificial and legal relations but by actual union 
with the Father through the Son. 

But, while as believers, we receive a new life, 
a new spiritual nature, and exalted, heavenly de- 
sires, the old nature remains in us. It never 
changes. You may starve a tiger, so starve him 
that you can keep him under. Give him a taste 
of blood and he will turn on you for more. This 
old nature is the flesh, and will be flesh to the end 
of the age. It is our privilege to starve it and 
keep it under by means of the new nature; for, 
while we have two natures as Christians, we have 
but one responsibility, and one responsibility be- 
cause we remain but one personality. Again and 
again we fail to exercise that responsibility, 
gratify the demand of the old nature, and falling 
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under its claims do not live in nor reveal the di- 
| vine life that is ours by spiritual birthright. 
_ ‘The world which never reads the Bible but reads 
us as living epistles takes note of our failures and 
registers them against the profession we make as 
sons of God; but even when a Christian lives on 
the highest plane and seems to fulfill every re- 
quirement of the profession he makes, even then 
the world, while admitting his moral value, can- 
not see that essentially he is any different from 
others who make no such profession. They do 
not believe he has any distinct nature, or is any 
more entitled to be called a son of God. The 
truth is, we are kings and princes in disguise. 
The world does not know us; as it is written: 
“The world knoweth us not.’ But our sonship 
shall be made manifest and our likeness unto 
Christ revealed when He Himself shall come a 
SECOND time. 

Once Peter the Great, so it is said, after a 
day’s work as a common laborer in the shipyard 
(but his identity unknown) stood with a group 
of fellow-laborers not far from where the Im- 
perial Guards were changed. The men were 
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full of talk and grew quite bitter in their de- 
nunciation of the government, and the condi- 
tion of the times; as the group increased the 
matter for a moment looked moblike and threat- 
ening. Just then the sound of a trumpet was 
heard with its vibrant note quavering upon the 
frosty air. In a moment Peter loosed and flung 
back his workman’s blouse and revealed beneath 
it the uniform of the Guard, blazing with the in- 
signia of royalty. There was silence in the 
crowd, then with one accord they fell at his feet 
to own their Czar. Our Lord is coming, the 
trumpet will sound, and the fleshly garment that 
doth disguise us will be flung aside and we shall 
stand forth in all the beauty and all the glory of 
our imperial sonship. 

Many years ago when preaching in the coun- 
try-side, some one gave me a half-dozen poplar 
sticks with huge lumps of dried mud on the ends, 
telling me to keep them in my study; that some 
day those mud lumps would open and I would 
be surprised. I placed them in a long neck jar 
and forgot them. Some weeks later when re- 
turning to my study after a day spent in pastoral 
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visitation, I noticed the sticks were disarranged, 
“some had fallen on the table, all were cracked 
_and pieces of dried clay lay on the floor. I won- 
dered who had been disturbing things when a 
whirring sound made me look up, and floating 
gracefully here and there against the walls were 
six of the largest and finest red-bodied moths I 
had ever seen. They had been shut up as chrys- 
alids within these muddy cases, and in the ful- 
ness of their time had broken forth and soared 
into a realm of light and air. Like them, we too, 
‘the dead and the living shall break forth from 
this muddy vesture of mortality which doth en- 
cumber us, soar into the realm of light and air to 
‘Meet a descending Lord and be like Him. 

_ It is written, “We shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.” 

_ As the dawn breaks through the night and 
paints the lifted mountain peak with roseate hue, 
fills the valley with its waves of light, turns river, 
rivulet and stream to silver and pours forth its 
illumination, until each tree and branch and 
stone and blade of grass stands forth as though 
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it had been etched in fire and flame by artist 
needle; so, at the sight of Him, each child of 
God will be transfigured, clothed upon with 
heavenly beauty, and made like unto Him. | 

And this apocalypse of personal splendor, let 
it be remembered, is at the SECOND COMING of 
our Lord. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the doctrine and the promise 
of rewards. 

As believers we are saved without good works 
of any sort; but saved that we may do good 
works of every sort. We do nothing to be saved, 
that we may do something after we are saved. 
We are not only called to faith but service in His 
name. ‘The Christian who says he believes and 
then sits down and is a spiritual do-nothing is a 
pitiful puzzle to the angels of God and a source 
of mockery and rejoicing to the demons of the 
pit; and the time is coming when as believers 
we shall have to render an account to the Lord 
for the gifts He has bestowed upon us, for the 
opportunities He has placed before us, and for 
the devotion or the lack of it which may have 
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been the character of our days. No matter how 
small the service if it has been rendered in His 
name to the full of our ability and opportunity, 
we shall receive a reward. | 
_ But when are the rewards to be given? 

They are not to be given at death, when the 
departing believer enters Heaven. 
Not a single saint of God has yet been re- 
warded. 
i Paul has not received his reward. 
i Listen to what he says: 
_ “J have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course. I have kept the faith; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day.” 
_ And what is that day? 
When the Lord comes a SECOND time; as it is 
written: 
a “The Son of man shall come in the glory of 
his Father, with his angels, and then shall he re- 
ward every man according to his works.” 


_ ‘And again it is written: 
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“Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man as his work shall be.” 
If you have only given a cup of cold water in 
His name, or given the glad hand for His sake 
that you might lift some soul out of the deep and 
guide his feet into the way of life, you will not. 
be forgotten; you will get your reward when the 
Lord comes. { 
But mark this! The Lord is so interested in 
His own coming, He is waiting for it with such 
patience, such hope, and such profound interest, | 
that His attention is specially drawn to those 
who love the thought of it, and wish Him to_ 
come; so much do those who love the SECOND 
COMING appeal to the Lord that in the day when 
He is revealed He will give a special crown to 
those who love it, have been devoted to it, and 
stood forth to proclaim it; as it is written: | 
“And not to me only (that is, not to Paul only 
will a crown of righteousness be aryen) but unto 
all them that love his appearing.” 


If you wish a crown of righteousness let your 
heart go out in love and devotion and earnest de- 
light at the thought of His SECOND COMING, 
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The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the promise of satisfaction. 

Satisfied ! 

Who in this world has ever been satisfied? 

Go back to that far time when Solomon was 
king. - 

He had wealth such as no king before nor 
since; gold and silver poured into his coffers like 
waters from exhaustless mountain springs. He 
built palaces and temples. He had stables with 
thousands of horses. He had chariots. He made 
parks and lakes and water courses. He planted 
gardens and orchards. He had pools and ponds 
for fish of all sorts. He gathered musicians and 
instruments of music. He had men servants and 
maid servants born in his house. His table was 
loaded and groaning with luxuries. He was 
clothed in robes woven on Tyrian looms. He 
gave himself up to art, to literature. He had 
_ more wisdom and knowledge than any man who 
~ ever lived before or since. He gave himself up 
to every desire of his heart. He refrained his 
hand from nothing his heart desired. He be- 
came an epicure, a gourmand, a materialist, a 
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confirmed sensualist. He had a harem of seven 
hundred women, wives, concubines and mis- 
tresses. He drank of every fountain. He tasted 
of every joy. 

His glory was so great, the Queen of Sheba 
who came from the uttermost part of the earth 
to see him, said the half had not been told; and 
after he had tasted every spring of human pleas- 
ure, drained every cup to the dregs and passed 
through every experience wealth and absolute 
power could give, he cried out that all was vanity 
of vanities, and there was no profit in anything 
under the sun. 

Satisfied! None has ever been satisfied. Not 
Midas, turning to gold all things he touched; 
not Croesus, burning on his funeral pyre of 
heaped up and useless wealth. 

Satisfied! Not the beggar at the gate; not the 
decent poverty that painfully seeks to make ends 
meet; not the man whose desires find no finan- 
cial barrier. Gounder the lustre of the rich man’s 
chandeliers, sink your feet in the yielding soft- 
ness of his easy carpets, walk through his galleries 
of priceless paintings, admire his garnered 
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bibelots from every land, let him tefl with pride 
of his poor beginnings and the plans his ambition 
and wealth make possible; and in an unguarded 
moment you will hear him sigh and know there 
is yet some one, and lacking, thing, that keeps 
him from being satisfied. 
Satisfied! O no, men are not satisfied. ‘They 
are tossed and restless, and the chief desire of 
their hearts, the one thing, whatever it may be 
which they imagine will make them satisfied, 
like the will o’ the wisp, flies ever before and 


_ eludes them. 


But hark! 

I hear a voice coming across the ages. 

“T shall be satisfied when I awake in thy 
likeness.” 
| What is that?’ It is the sound of a harp and the 
refrain of a song. It is David the king and he 
| sings and he says, he shall be satisfied, satisfied 
_ when he awakes in the likeness of the Lord. 

He and all the dead in Christ shall awake at 
the SECOND COMING of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yes, my soul! that is the hour of satisfaction ; 
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that is the one event that will not disappoint— 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 

And when He comes we shall fall at His feet 
and confess the half has never been told us. 

In any hour of sorrow or trial or burden and 
great unreached desire, remember, you shall be 
satisfied and fully satisfied when Jesus Comes. 
Your perfect satisfaction shall greet you at His 
SECOND COMING. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the doctrine of the recognition 
of the dead. 

There is one question which rises involunta- 
rily to the lips of those who are bereaved of their 
loved ones. They ask: 

“Shall we see and know them again? In the 
great hereafter shall we meet and joyfully greet 
each other?” 

And this question is asked because death is 
a great awakener and a great revealer. When 
some one with whom we have been living is 
suddenly taken from us we realize we have not 
appreciated them as we should; that we have 
been almost brutal with them at times, not in 
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word or deed, but in the lack of that warmth, 
that sincere recognition, we should have given 
them; and we feel we would they might be given 
to us again that we might repair the sad mistakes, 
and that we might try over again and make the 
relationship of life to life all it should have-been. 

Some years ago at the close of one of my meet- 
ings a man of about forty or thereabout ap- 
proached me, and I saw by his manner that he 

was greatly moved. With a sort of hesitating 
and yet earnest manner he said: 

“Do you think we shall know each other in 

Heaven?” 

He saw my look of inquiry. Then he told me 
he was the youngest of three boys. ‘The family 
lived in the New England hills on a small and 
scrubby farm. The father died. The mother 
and the two boys endeavored to carry on the 

home. This youngest son had been of a hasty 
and passionate temper. He was quick to speak, 
saying often rash and regrettable things, but just 
as quickly and sincerely sorry for them. His 
mother was devoted to him, and in spite of his 
“unconscious tendency to a lawless spirit, loved 
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his mother. He went away from home. He 
married, had a family, was successful. Twice a 
year perhaps, once always, he would visit the old 
homestead, while the mother, growing old, still 
lived with the eldest son. She had recently died 
—and looking at me, this one-time boy and now 
grown and successful man, said, with a tremor in 
his voice he could not conceal: 
“Mother died some weeks ago. I went back 
to the old hills to see her laid away side by side 
with my father in the village church-yard; 
and Doctor Haldeman,” he said, “‘when I stood 
in the narrow little parlor with its faded paper 
on the walls, and looked down at the thin, worn 
face and the white hair, all my boyhood days 
came back to me, and I saw my mother as I never 
saw her before. I saw how often she had just 
waited for some word from me that might have 
told her how I really loved her and appreciated 
her; and Doctor,” he said, and the man moved 
me to the core as he said it, “Doctor, I’d give ten 
thousand dollars if I could have that little old 
mother back again for ten minutes that I might 
just tell her all that is in my heart about her now. 
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‘Do you think V’l1—T’ll have that chance, Doc- 
tor?” 
And I tell you what I told him, that if you 
sincerely believe in the Son of God as your Re- 
deemer and Lord, you will meet and know the 
‘Christian dead who have gone beyond you. 
Listen to the word of comfort that comes sing- 
‘ing to your soul from the lips of an inspired 
apostle: 
“Then shall I know even as also I am known.” 
_ And that “then” shall be when He comes a 
SECOND time: when we shall see Him as He 18 $ 
for, it is written that He, Himself, shall descend 
from heaven. He will raise the dead, transfigure 
the living and both shall be caught up together 
to meet Him in the air; and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord; and because of this the apostle 
bids us not to sorrow over our dead even as 
others which have no hope, and to comfort one 
another with the assurance that at the Lord’s 
Coming we shall be together again. 
_ It must be plain to you and the simplest or 
most callous mind that should the Lord come 
and we not know each other the exhortation to 
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comfort one another with the thought of the 
risen dead and the transfigured living meeting 
together in His presence would be an exhorta- 
tion of meaningless and useless words distilling 
for us, not the essence of comfort, but of bitter- 
ness and disappointed longing. 

Nay, there shall be no disappointment. We 
shall know even as we are known, and that when 
our Lord comes the SECOND time. 

Resurrection from the dead, transfiguration of 
the living, the manifestation of sonship with 
God, likeness to Christ, rewards of faith and 
service, the satisfied soul, recognition and cogni- 
tion of the dead, are all bound up with, and de- 
pendent for their fulfilment on, the Coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And yet men in the face of all this have the 
hardihood to say it is an unimportant doctrine; 
and that it is an unsettling and disturbing theme 
to preach. 

What shall be said of those, whether in pulpit 
or pew, who have either the boldness or the ig- 
norance to utter such things? 

Not only is the Second Coming of Christ 
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bound up with every fundamental doctrine, it is 
equally bound up with every sublime promise. ° 

It is bound up with the promise of victory 
over the devil. 

God never created a devil. 

He created an angel of the rank of cherubim 
and their head, beautiful, full of wisdom, might 
and power. God gave him this fresh created 

world as a province of the infinite empire. He 
was carried away with the contemplation of 
himself, saw in himself limitless possibilities 
of rulership and glory, was unwilling to sub- 
ordinate his immense personality to that of an- 
other, revolted against the all-enclosing impact 
of the divine presence, determined to break 
through, make his own selfhood the sufficient 
and all-pervading environment, rebelled against 
God and lost the world. The second verse of the 
first chapter of Genesis tells us that the earth 
which had originally been created under the 
light of sun and moon and stars, fell into chaos 
from which after a season whose length is not 
‘determined God delivered it, reforming it in 
six days and creating man, set him up in the 
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place of Satan to be its head, the ruler and ad- 
ministrator. 

Satan led man to turn his back upon the of- 
fered partnership with God, and enter into part- 
nership with himself. In this Satan became the 
master and man the dupe and slave. He has led 
man into idolatry, into all false religions, into 
war and rapine, murder and lust. He has in- 
vented false philosophies, and transforming him- 
self into an angel of light, has sent forth his min- 
isters as ministers of righteousness, but a right- 
eousness which denies the blood. 

He is the adversary of God and man. 

No sooner do you seek the path of righteous- 
ness, of spirituality, and truth than you find him 
flinging his barricades across the way, or thrust- 
ing out the hand that will misguide and lead 
astray. He is every where and in all things op- 
posed to God, and the adversary of whatsoever 
may turn the thoughts of men to God. 

Go, attend your evening prayer-meeting. ‘At 
its close go down the brightly illuminated street. 
Everywhere red lips, white hands, jewelled 
fingers, lives full of passion, the glare, the glitter, 
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the clink of glass, the sparkle of wine, the care- 
less laughter, the insidious speech, the wide-flung 
mors of amusement, the offered pleasures of sin, 


at every turn the invitation to gratify, to culti- 
i “vate the flesh, to excite the blood, to stir the ani- 
W mal, to set on fire the veins, to appeal to ambi- 


_ tion, to pride, to envy, to disregard all restraint 
_ and—to forget God. 

i Talk about converting the world by the Gos- 
i pel, changing, moulding, making over all this 
: steaming, sweating, seething mass of unspiritual 
; flesh and palpitating sensualism, making it over 
‘into cool, clean unfevered spirituality! ‘Talk 
about the Church, by the doors of whose dark- 
ened buildings the crowd is surging; talk about 
the Church overthrowing the devil and bringing 
in the reign of abiding purity, chastity and devo- 
tion to the things of God! 

Let the carnival of the devil, this grip of 
Satan on the bodies, on the unloosed animalism 
of man, his directing and compelling inspiration 
for the mad service he invites warn you against 
j ithe folly of any such concept. 

| Nor is he simply the smiling fiend behind the 
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gay and mocking crowd, but in the name of 
science, free thought, progressive ideas and lib- 
eral spirit; in the name of culture and charity 
and the betterment of human life every day lead- 
ing men away from the written Word of God, 
away from the light that shines from an open 
grave, shutting out from men the vision of a risen 
and a loving Christ who is alone the God to be 
revealed to men. 

Without effort every day he seems to win and 
the crowd like dumb driven cattle follow in the 
way. 

He seems to win, and God again and again 
seems far off, and faith faints, and hope seems 
Wingless. 

Is it always to be sop 

No! Thank God. No. The devil is to be 
overthrown and bound and wholly vanquished 
at the last. The long descending career from 
the cherubic glory will reach its nadir, the end 
will come. God and Christ and righteousness 
will win. 

But how and when? 
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Again I answer you—at the SECOND Coming 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

It will be at that hour and under those circum- 
stances so tremendously painted by the Holy 
Spirit in the nineteenth chapter of the Revela- 
tion; in that hour when He shall come forth 
_ followed by the armies of heaven, riding on the 
_ steeds of judgment. Then shall He lay hold on 
Satan, bind him, cast him into the pit and shut 
him up for a thousand years. From thence shall 
he be transferred finally to that cage whose every 
bar is a flame of fire; and where forever he shall 
_ be tormented as the result of that consciousness 
which sought to eliminate from itself the will 
and way of God. Forever as a prisoner of state, 
_ he shall be the eternal witness that he who seeks 
_ to exalt himself shall be cast down; from the 
_ depths of his awful misery he shall bear witness 
to the exaltation of that Christ who, although 
from unbegun eternity clothed with the form 
_ and appearing of God and from everlasting His 
_ visibility and word of utterance, did not, Satan- 
like, grasp at and hold on to that equality, but 
| for the sake of us men and our redemption, and 
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for the display of divine and infinite grace was 
willing to lay it aside, put off the robe of His 
splendor, and clothe Himself with the limita- 
tion, the poverty and humiliation of our hu- 
manity. 

Victory for God and overthrow of the devil 


is certified at the SECOND COMING of our Lord 


Jesus Christ. 
The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


is bound up with the promise that creation shall 


be delivered from the bondage of corruption. 

When man sinned and fell from his exalted 
plane, God put a ban, a curse and limitation on 
the earth. He said it should be checked on the 
side of its fruitfulness in worthful seeds: but 
that it should bring forth the hindering and 
sterilizing thorns and thistles. 

And God has kept His Word and held the 
ban. | 

Go into that field, subsoil it deeply with your 
modern plough; then plant it well with best of 
seeds; and lo, weeds and thorns shall spring up 
to choke and keep them down. Plant a garden, 
and unless with tireless vigil you watch both 
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night and day, root out and overturn with merci- 
less stroke of hoe and spade the multiplying 
thorns and creeping, worthless vines, they will 
so grow, invade and insist their rights upon the 
elect and chosen ground, that almost before you 
are aware of it, they will, like lustful villains 
and brutal robbers, be strangling and robbing 

the honest plants of life and fruitful gain. 
Everywhere it isso. You must sweat and toil 
and labor on to bring forth your harvest; but, 
you need never turn a hand’s breadth to help the 
weeds and thorns and worthless multiplying 
things; leave them alone, ignore them, let wind 
and rain and storm, the wind and rain and storm 
that devastate and ruin your blooming flowers 
and precious growths, let them alone, and they 
will grow and thrive and riot in a perfect de- 
bauch of rank increase, running over stoniest and 
most repelling ground to show their strength, 

_ reach out and spoil all not of their kind. 
| To poisonous weeds and evil things there is no 
apparent limit, no needed care to make them 
bloom; but always and everywhere and in all 
things there is limitation and hindrance when 
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you seek to expand and make more fruitful that 
which is good. 

There is limitation in the earth. There is a 
ban upon it, sterile wastes, barren deserts and re- 
sisting rocks. 

Because of this limitation and hindrances hu- 
man life is a struggle; a struggle which begins 
at birth and manifests itself in the very hour and 
article of death. 

Everywhere under this ban and curse of thorn 
and thistle and the iron bond of hindered good, 
there is corruption and the helpless bondage of 
it. Everywhere there is the disintegration, the 
moaning and the lamentation; everywhere there 
is, as the apostle calls it, “The sufferings of this 
now time.” 

That the earth is capable of a million fold 
greater yield of bounty is demonstrated every day 
as science slowly applies its increasing knowl- 
edge, and here and there lays hold of some 
hitherto unknown and operating force; but no 
matter in what direction the push, always there 
is the interfering force and hindrance. 

That man is capable, has in him mentally, as- 
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sets of power for greater things, is demonstrated 
not only by the things he does, but by the things 


he attempts to do and cannot. 


But this ban is to be taken off. This imposed 
curse is to be removed. ‘The earth is to be loos- 


ened from her gyves. She is to bound forward 


as a fruitful mother and from her quivering 


bosom bring forth in such abundance that the 
very desert shall blossom as the rose. 


at will only be necessary to touch the earth and 


waters will spring forth from the wilderness, 


fruit from the naked bough. Famine and hun- 


ger, weariness and the sweat of toiling men shall 


come to an end. Pain and disease shall depart. 


Sorrow shall cease to brew its tears. ‘The in- 


habitants of the land shall no more say, “I am 
sick.” 

And the earth, creation itself, we are told, is 
on the tiptoe of expectation waiting for this 
promised deliverance. 

And when shall it come? 

Neither the genius, the science, nor the in- 


_ creasing knowledge of man can bring it about. 


It is to be brought about at the “manifestation 
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of the sons of God;” for, as it is literally writ- 
ten: 

“The creation is on the tiptoe of expectation 
waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God 

. the creation itself shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the 
glory of the sons of God.” 

And when shall the sons of God be manifested 
so that their manifestation shall be the signal 
for the loosening of creation’s bond and bond- 
ager 


The answer is, and should be self evident, at — 
the SECOND COMING of our Lord Jesus Christ; © 


as it is written: 


“When Christ who is our life: shall be mani- _ 


fested, then shall ye also be manifested with 
him in glory.” 


Not only is the Second Coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ bound up with every fundamental ; 


doctrine and sublime promise, it is, also, bound 


| 
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It is bound up with the exhortation to meet 


up with every practical exhortation to Christian 
obligation, service and character. 


together on the Lord’s Day. 


f 
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The apostle exhorts believers not to forsake 
the assembling of themselves together, ‘‘as the 
manner,” he says of some is. 

It was the manner of some in the apostle’s 
day. Absenteeism had begun in the apostolic 
Church. It is a widespread contagion today. 
There are said to be a million Protestants in 
this city who rarely, if ever, attend church. 
Multitudes of professed Christians remain in 
bed on Lord’s Day morning; or, spend the fore- 
noon reading the Sunday newspapers; in the 
afternoon go out on the plea of health and recre- 
ation to play golf or drive in automobile; or, 
taking time off of God turn the day which is the 
Lord’s and not theirs into a day of visitation, 
family reunion or social pleasures. It is a holi- 


| day, no longer what the word originally meant, 


a “holy day.” 

Some of the reasons Christians give for stay- 
ing home or away from church on “Sunday” are 
so amazing, that the insincerity and folly of them 


are openly manifest, even to those who half 


shamefacedly make them. 
So marked has become this deterioration in re- 
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spect to the Lord’s Day and the house of God, 
that a “go to church” campaign has been in- 
augurated, even, by the daily papers. Some of 
the reasons. suggested why people should go to 
church are fairly good, others grotesque. Many, 
if not most of them are written by persons who 
are “religious” rather than spiritual. The Chris- 
tian who goes to church conscientiously, even 
though he should sleep through the service, 
nevertheless, by his presence testifies his faith in 
an empty tomb and the throne of God filled by 
a man who rose from that tomb. 

But the motive by which the apostle appeals 
to Christians not to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together on the Lord’s Day is the 
fact that our Lord is coming a SECOND time. 
He says: 

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhort- 
ing one another; and so much the more as ye see 
the day approaching . . . for yet a little while, 
and he that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry.” 


The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


ee Roe ee 
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1s bound up with the exhortation to Break 
Bread, to eat the Lord’s Supper. 

The Breaking of Bread, or the Lord’s Supper, 
is intended to memorialize the Lord’s death. 

The bread is the symbol of His crucified 
body. 

The wine is the blood poured forth as the seal 
of the covenant. 

The ordinance is intended to teach that the 
blood of sacrifice is the only ground of approach 
to a holy God; that the death of Christ is a sac- 
rifice for sin (not the death of a martyr, not 
the death of one who came too far ahead of his 
time and was “torn in pieces by the whirling — 
wheel of the world’s evil”); that His body was 
given to bear the judgment due to our sins; that 
His blood is a witness He has by and through 
His death met and answered all the claims of 
divine righteousness against the chief of sinners. 

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial picture of 
the scene outside the gates of Jerusalem, of that 
sacrificially stained cross whereon He died for 
us; and when we gather at the table we may 
well by faith suddenly see Him hanging there, 
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turning His blood-stained face towards us, look- 
ing at each one of us and saying in voice that 
should’ penetrate to the very depth and core of 
our souls: ,“I am dying here and giving my life 
a ransom for thee! What art thou ready to sac- 
rifice and give to meP” 

This ordinance is to be celebrated; so it is 
written: 

“TILL HE COME.” 

Hear what the apostle says: 

“YE DO SHEW THE Lorb’s DEATH TILL HE 
COME.” 

The horizon of the Lord’s Table then is— 
The SECOND COMING. 

Seated at that table on the Lord’s Day (the 
day of resurrection) we are on resurrection 
ground, judgment behind us, glory before us. 

Behind us the cross where we were judged in 
the suffering and death of our substitute; be- 
fore us the Coming of our Lord and the glory 
and immortality He will bring us. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is bound up with the exhortation to love God, 
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_ “The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.” 

Is there anything more practical than the ex- 
hortation to love God? And here it is bound up 
with and identified with the attitude of waiting 
for Christ. 

On the margin it is written, “the patience of 
Christ; but the patience of Christ is that pa- 
tience He exercises because of the exhortation of 
His Father who when He received Him into 
heaven and bade Him sit upon the throne, said 
unto Him, “Sit thou at my right hand, until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool.” He tells . 
Him that the rod or sceptre of His power shall 
be extended from Zion, that He shall rule in the 
midst of His enemies, and that His people (the 
Jews) shall be willing in the day of His power. 
(Psalm 110.) 

This is the patience of Christ, and when the 
apostle prays the Lord may direct our hearts 
into the love of God and the patience of Christ, 
he is praying that while our hearts flow out in 
love and praise to God the Father we are to be 
full of the patience of Christ, and with Him 
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wait in confidence and peace for the hour of His 
return. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is bound up with the exhortation to love one an- 
other. 

“The Lord make you to increase and abound 
in love toward one another . . . to the end he 
may establish your hearts unblameable before 
God, even our Father, at the Coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 

We are to love one another as Christians. 

It was the love of Christians for each other, 
their desire to help and bless each other which 
drew the attention of the world to the early 
Church. They said, “See, how these Christians 
love one another.” 

And we are exhorted to keep this flame of 
mutual love and helpfulness burning because the 
Lord is coming. 

Surely if He came and found a lack of love 
and Christian sympathy in the Church it would 
be an unhappy revelation and would affect such 
a Church and such Christians as they should 
stand before His judgment seat. 
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The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the exhortation to patience. 

“Be patient brethren unto the coming of the 
_ Lord... Beye also patient, stablish your heart: 

for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 

This is an exhortation to patience in the midst 
of life’s trials and perplexities. ‘The trials and 
perplexities are great; but all problems will be 
solved when the Lord comes. The apostle does 
not say they will be solved when we die and go 
to heaven and thus bid us to hold on and endure 
till such a summons comes; nay! he bids us to 
be patient not only because the Lord is coming, 
but because the Coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the exhortation to a holy life. 

He who imagines it is permitted him to pro- 
fess faith in Christ and then live a careless, god- 
less life, greatly deceives himself. 

By faith we come into union with a once 
crucified, but now risen and living Christ; and 
if this faith be genuine; if it be something more 
: than idle words upon a thoughtless tongue; if 
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the confession of our lips be the expression of 
our heart, the conviction and seal of the Spirit, 
then there must needs be, “the things which ac- 
company salvation; “there must be a hearty 
turning away from the old life, the old char- 
acter, bringing forth of fruit meet for repent- 
ance, and the daily demonstration of a life that 
shall demonstrate, not only that the Son of God 
is on His Father’s throne in heaven, but that He 
is as to life and nature, enthroned in that Chris- 
tian, is in him the radiant and inspiring hope of 
glory. 

The endeavor to live this life finds its appeal 
in the fact and doctrine of our Lord’s SECOND 
Coming; as it is written: 

“And I pray God your whole spirit, and soul 
and body he preserved blameless unto the Gom- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s bound up with the exhortation to moderation. 
“Let your moderation be known to all men.” 

The word, “moderation,” is amen: and 
really means “gentleness.” 

Our Lord Jesus Christ while true Son was 


: 
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real man; as a real man He was in essence and 
character—a gentleman. He was full of com- 
passion and gracious sympathy. He moved 
among men as quietly as the sunlight falls upon 
the earth; like the sunlight, He revealed the 
stain, but took no spot upon Himself. He spoke 
with authority, but His voice was modulated and 
His speech exact. When He bade the storm be 
hushed on Galilee, it was as when a mother softly 
bids her babe be still, and fretno more. Master- 
fulness and power were His, but gentleness so 
great that children rested peacefully on His 
breast. It is never said He laughed, and there is 
no record that He smiled (how could He when 
He knew the woe of men), but in His mien there 
was the calm of an unruffled soul, and the dig- 
nity and refinement of a life whose every thought 
and word and deed was the mode of holiness and 
love. The keenest invective He spoke had in it 
none of the vituperation of men of coarse and 
noisy mould, but the clear and trumpet-sound of 


- unapologetic truth. 


The Apostle Paul, inspired and moved and 
fashioned by the risen Son of God was a pol- 
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ished soul, a courteous gentleman. Writing to 
the ‘Thessalonians he says: 

‘We were gentle among you, even as a nurse 
cherisheth her children.” 

Watch him in his attitude before kings and 
governors, the women gathered by the seashore 
or the trembling jailer at his feet. He it is who 
under the inspiration of the Spirit exhorts us to 
let our moderation, our gentleness be known. 

The Christianity that does not make a man 
in all his speech and ways a gentleman and a 
woman in all her attitude and words a gentle- 
woman, is not the Christianity of a Paul nor the 
inspiration of the Son of God. 

And this apostolic exhortation to mildness, to 
moderation and gentleness is made in view of, 
and by an appeal to the fact of, the SECOND 
Coming of our Lord; as it is written: 

“Let your moderation be known to all men. 
The Lord is at hand.” 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


is bound up with the exhortation to watch- 
fulness. 
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It is the Son of God Himself who gives the 


exhortation. He says: 


“And what I say unto you, I say unto all, 


Pwatch.’’ 


And He says it because of His antecedent 


warning to them, that although He is going 
_away like the householder into a far country, 


into heaven, like that householder He will come 


back, and in an uncertain hour; an hour so un- 
certain that they must needs watch—“lest,” as 
He says, “coming suddenly, he find you sleep- 


fing.” 


The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


| is bound up with the exhortation to Christian 


activity. 


4 


“Tt is high time to awake out of sleep; for 


now is our salvation nearer (that is, the coming 
of the Lord to save our bodies—raise the dead 
and change the living) than when we believed. 


s 
{ 
19 
q 


“The night is far spent, the day is at hand 
(and therefore His coming for us; it is His 
coming which introduces the day) let us there- 
fore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put 


: on the armour of light.” 
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This dispensation is going, another is coming > 
—ithe Day of Christ, the day of right and truth 
and divine triumph. That day will begin by the 
Coming of the Lord for His Church, coming in | 
the night. He is coming as a thief. It will not 
do for us as Christians to be asleep. We must 
keep awake. We must be on the alert; not only 
wearing His name, but acting in His name. 
Could you find any stronger or more practical 
exhortation than this? Awaking, putting off the 
night clothes, putting on the day clothes, putting 
on armour, living as though we were already in 
the day of Christ; and this appeal made by the - 
fact and imminency of His Coming? | 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is bound up with the exhortation to abide in 
Him. | 

“And now little children, abide in Him; that, 
when He shall appear, we may have confidence, - 
and not be ashamed before Him at His Com- 
ing.” | 

Nothing could be more shameful than to pro- 
fess His name, stand for the faith and then be 
filled with doubt, with uncertainty; now true to ‘ 
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‘Him, now false, now exalting His name, now 
allowing it to trail in the dust; shouting halle- 
lujahs and full of coronation songs, then falling 
‘away, holding empty hands as we walk with 
‘stumbling feet and making ourselves stumbling- 
blocks to others. 

| That is shameful here, and should the Lord 
“come while we are in that state, we would be 
put to shame when we should be gathered up and 
“called to stand at the judgment seat. 

} ‘And this is not a far off contingency is it? 

_ No, says the apostle. He is coming. He 
“might come any time. ‘That is his meaning. 
ee then, take aor place as a Christian ela 


No exhortation could be more practical or 
“more insistent; and it is an exhortation which 


Coming, and may come while we live. 
TES Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


is bound up with the exhortation not to judge one 


64. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


“Therefore judge nothing before the time, un- — 
til the Lord Come.” 

Should the Lord come tonight the judgment 
seat would be immediately set up. As Chris-— 
tians we should have to stand there and answer, 
not for our lives, but for our work as Christians. | 
It is sorely out of place for those who will have 
to answer to a common master to judge those 
who will have to answer to that master also. — 
It is not worth while to be engaged in judging 
one another now. All things will be brought 
out and the truth declared. ‘The hidden ~ 
things” of darkness will be declared. Every one 
shall get the praise that is his due. There will 
be a perfect adjustment. The highest plane of ; 
judgment now is to judge ourselves. If we judge 
ourselves we shall not have much leisure to 
judge others. When we stand at the judgment 
seat of Christ we shall find little occasion to 
plead against others. It will take all our time to 
plead in our own behalf. | 

It is written, each one of us shall “give an ac- ‘ 
count of himself to God;” and this God shall be _ 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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By the SECOND Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ then the apostle urges us not to judge one 


another. 


The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 


1s bound up with the exhortation to pastoral 


fidelity. 


x 


Se fi sa ed fect 


What the Church needs today, what the 
Christian in the Church needs above all other 
things, is to be spiritually fed. The new spirit- 
ual nature cannot feed on the things which 
pertain to the flesh. Sheep cannot feed on that 
which is satisfactory to swine. To offer to spir- 
itual men and women the food that fills the 
worldling would be to offer a stone for bread, a 
scorpion for a fish. The spiritual nature can be 
sustained only by the Word of God. It is to be 
nourished up in “the words of faith and good 
doctrine.” A growing Christian must feed on 
the “milk” of the Word, and the “strong meat” 
of doctrine. He must be able to say with the 
prophet, “Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them; and thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy 


“name, O Lord God of hosts.” 
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Christians are not being fed today. They are 
not being fed because they are not taught; and 
only by teaching can the spiritual mind be fed 
and sustained. The weakness of the Church is 
the multitude of preachers. It is full of preach- 
ers, but not teachers. The people get sermons, 
essays and certain lines of homilies. They need 
exposition, an exposé of Scripture. ‘The Scrip- 
ture opened and exposed to their gaze. They 
need more than that. They need the teacher 
who will “rightly divide the word of truth.” 

Eating of food for proper assimilation needs 
right division of food. You cannot give the 
same diet to all. There are certain classes of 
food which belong to certain classes of persons. 
Just so, there are certain classes of persons indi- 
cated by Scripture and certain classes of food 
for those persons. The Word of God divides 
all mankind into “Jew, Gentile and the Church ~ 
of God.” ‘There are some things in the book 
which belong exclusively to the Jew, some to 
the Gentile, and some to the Church. You can- 
not give the food which belongs to the Jew to 
the Christian. The promises made tothe Church ~ 
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do not belong to the Jew. The teacher, the true 
teacher, must give to each the food that belongs 
to each and in due season; the men who have 
been called to shepherd a church, to deal with 
an assembly of Christ as with a flock of hungry 
sheep, are exhorted to feed such a flock; and 
they are exhorted to do so faithfully in view 
of the fact that when our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself shall come as the great, the chief, shep- 
herd of the flock He will reward all such faith- 
ful teachers (not preachers), all such faithful 
teachers with an amaranthine, that is to say, a 
fadeless, crown; as it is written: 

“Feed the flock of God which is among you 
. . . and when the chief shepherd (pastor) 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away.” 

Thus it is manifest that pastors are exhorted 
to be faithful teachers of the flocks, and are so 
exhorted by the thought of the SECOND Coming 
of our Lord. 

The Second Coming of Christ is bound up 
with the exhortation to faithfulness in preach- 


ing. 
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It is true the minister of Christ is to preach. 
He is to proclaim, but always his proclamation 
must be based on doctrines. He is to exhort, he 
is to rebuke, he is to reprove; but, always he is 
to do this with unfailing note of doctrine. 

The apostle warns that the time would come 
when the Church would not endure sound doc- 
trines. ‘Che time would come when with itching 
ears the Church would seek teachers who should 
respond to their demands, teachers who should 
give them the fables and the fictions of human 
imagination and turn them away from the truth. 

That time is on us now both in the pulpit and 
the pew. ‘The people in the pew, as a rule, do 
not want doctrine. They do not want sound doc- 
trine. They do not want the old faith once for 
all delivered. They are willing to listen to 
the modification of God’s Word and the break- 
ing down of the old standards. There are men 
in the pulpits who are responding to the de- 
mand. ‘They reject the doctrine of fiat creation, 
the fall of man, the virgin birth, the atonement 
by blood, the bodily resurrection of Christ, His 
Second Coming. They set aside the idea of an 
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| inerrant, infallible Bible fully and entirely in- 
_ spired of God, and set up a Christ between 
Bethlehem and Calvary; a Christ of exclusive 
humanity, or exclusively of humanity; and set 
_ Him up not as a redeemer and regenerator of 
men, but as an example to draw out of men the 
sonship with God claimed to be already inher- 
ing in them. They preach, not redemption by 
: blood, but salvation by character. 

There never was a time when the Christian 
_ minister needed more to be faithful than now, 
needed more to have the wisdom as well as the 
_ knowledge of God, to be led by the Divine 
| Spirit; and never more did he need to speak 
: the whole counsel of God, hew to the line and 
fear not. 

| The apostle appeals to the Christian minister 
| in this hour to be faithful. In proportion as the 
' Church refuses doctrine, let him give it. In 
' proportion as it seeks darkness let him pour on 
the light of truth; and the apostle appeals to 
_ this faithfulness by appealing to, and exhorting 
by, the SECOND Coming of the Lord. 
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Hear what he says. According to the literal 
rendering of the passage he says: 

“T charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing (and by his ap- 
pearing) and his kingdom; 

Preach the Word: be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long 
suffering and doctrine.” 

The SECOND Coming of Christ is the basis on 
which the apostle bids the Christian minister to 
preach, and so preach that he may sustain the 
sound doctrine committed to his charge. 

The Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is bound up with the exhortation to comfort and 
console those who mourn their Christian dead. 

It is true, blessedly true, that should we die, 
we as Christians, “depart to be with Christ;” 
and it is a state advanced upon this, better and 
“far better.” It is true, consolingly true, that 
should we die we shall be “absent from our home 
in this body and present at our home with the 
Lord;” and just as surely as Saul recognized 
Samuel in his disembodied state, and Abraham 
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recognized the rich man though both had died 
_and their bodies been buried, just that sure is it, 
‘should the Lord bid us to ascend to Heaven 
through death before He comes, that we shall 
‘see and know each other; yet the apostle does 
not seek to comfort the sorrowing concerning 
the dead in Christ by any such appeal as that. 
On the contrary, he offers what to him is a 
quicker, more imminent comfort, the comfort 
that the Lord Himself is coming from heaven; 
and just as he called Lazarus from the grave and 
gave him to the weeping sisters and they rejoiced 
in a reunion that triumphed over death and the 
grave; so will He descend, it may be any 
‘moment, into the upper air, and calling the dead 
from their graves and transfiguring the living, 
lift them up as in clouds that are chariots to meet 
Him and one another, and forevermore be with 
Him and with one another. 

: Hear how the inspired apostle comforts 
Christians who sorrow above their Christian 
dead: 


“JT would not have you to be ignorant, breth- 
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ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye — 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. _ 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose — 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 
(whom Jesus has put to sleep) will God bring 
with him. | 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the © 
Lord, that we which are alive, and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord, shall not prevent (go — 
before) them which are asleep. i 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from q 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- — 
angel and the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: 3 

“Then we which are alive and remain, shall — 
be caught up together with them in clouds, to | 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord i 

“Wherefore comfort one another with these j 
words.” | 

Thus have I demonstrated and proved what 
I have affirmed; that the coming of our Lord — 
Jesus Christ is bound up with every funda- 
mental doctrine, every sublime promise, every — 
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radiant hope, every practical exhortation, and 
_ affords the basis of apostolic appeal in behalf of 
the highest type of every day Christian living 
_ and devotion. 

Repudiate the Second Coming and you take 
away the resurrection of the dead in Christ, the 
_ hoped for transfiguration of the living, the mani- 
_ fested sonship with God and likeness to Christ, 
_ the assurance of reward, the promised satisfac- 
tion of the soul, the victory over Satan and the 
_ deliverance of this earth from the bondage of 
_ corruption. 

Take out the Second Coming and you take out 
of the New Testament the appeal to meet to- 
_ gether on the Lord’s Day, the appeal to meet 
around the Lord’s Table and break bread, the 
- appeal to love God, to love one another, to pa- 
_ tience, to a holy life, to watchfulness, to Chris- 
tian activity, to moderation, to abiding in Christ, 
_ the warning against judging one another as 
| Christians, the appeal to steadfastness, to pas- 
~ toral fidelity, to faithfulness in preaching, and 
_ the inspired words of comfort with which we 


ve THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


are to comfort one another above the Christian 
dead. 

The doctrine of the Second Coming unimpor- 
tant! 

Unimportant, when it is inwrought with doc- 
trines without which Christianity would be as a 
half-naked and pitiable beggar asking for alms, 
even the indifferent consideration of a careless 
world. 

The doctrine of the Second Coming not prac- 
tical! | 

Not practical, when it is the very basis on 
which, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost the 
apostles appeal to all that can make Christianity — 
a living, a fruitful and helpful profession among 
the sons of men. | 

Certainly, those who repudiate the Second © 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ are excuse- 
lessly ignorant of the Word of God, wilfully 
prejudiced, or brutally unbelieving and infidelic. 
Those who are ignorant of the Word have no 
right to speak about it, those who are prejudiced 
are unqualified, and those who are infidelic 
ought to have no place in the Church of Christ. 


Vi 
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It must be evident, and in the very nature of 


‘the case, that the promises and appeals coinci- 


“dent with the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ require there should be, and so demon- 
"strate there is, a stage or part of the coming in 
relation to the Church which makes it imminent. 

What folly, what utter waste of words, what 


_altogether meaninglessness, not to say stupidity, 
in exhorting me, a living man, to be patient unto 
{ the Coming of the Lord, if the Lord cannot 
' come for, at least, a thousand years, and on the 
theory the world is to be converted by the Gos- 
pel, for several thousand years. What an insult 
' to intelligence, what a shock to faith, what an 
appeal to unbelief in the whole thing to add, 
“The coming of the Lord draweth nigh;” and 
' then to give it still greater emphasis, to say, ““The 
_ Judge standeth before the door.” Tell me the 
_Lord’s Coming is so nigh, that already He is 
on the eve of summoning me with the Church to 
j His judgment seat; and then for me to discover 
_ that by no possibility could He come while I am 
alive! What would that be but a striking, an in- 
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disputable proof that the Scriptures contradict 
themselves, and are wholly unreliabler 

If the Lord will not come, and cannot come 
while I am alive, how utterly grotesque, worse 
even than that, is the prayer in which the apos- 


tle prays my whole spirit, soul and body shall 


be preserved blameless unto the Coming of the 
Lord. 


If it is not possible for me to live till the Lord — 


comes, of what downright deception or childish 
babbling is the apostle guilty when he writes 
such a sentence as this: 

“We who are alive and remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord.” 

And again: 

“We shall not all sleep (that is, die), but we 
shall all be changed;” not die, but live till the 
Lord comes and transfigures us into His own 
likeness. 

If the Lord may not come any moment for 
the Church, of what trifling verbiage is the 
apostle guilty when he commends the Thessa- 


lonians because they have turned to God from — 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST of. 


idols to serve the living and the true God and— 
to wait for His Son from heaven? 

If the Lord may not come any moment, of 
what possible value can His own most solemn 
exhortation be? 

This solemn and intense exhortation: 

“Watch therefore; for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come.” 

If these exhortations, if the whole trend of 
these appeals, do not mean imminency, if they 
do not mean the Lord may come while we are 
alive, in some unexpected hour or moment, and, 
therefore, so far as our knowledge is concerned, 
any moment, then the New Testament, as an in- 
strument for the transmission of intelligent 
thought must be set aside. 

But why discuss it! The language is clear, 
_ plain, unmistakable. You must accept it, or re- 
| ject the book. You must accept the words of the 
Lord as He speaks them or reject Him as one 
_ who does not speak the truth. The words are so 
simple, so direct, without the slightest sinuosity 
or double turning, that the puzzling word “in- 
terpretation” cannot come in to misplace or at- 


78 THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 


tempt to define them. There they are. He says 
I am coming. Be on the lookout for me, watch 
forme. He meant that or He did not. He told 
the actual truth, or He did not. There is no 
middle ground. You must take them or reject 
them. The apostles say, ‘““Wait.”” ‘Chey meant it 
just as the Lord meant it. ‘They were as honest 
as He was; or, both were dishonest. 

He says the hour is unknown. The moment 
is equally unknown. There is only one thing 
certain about it. He will come, not only when 
the world is not thinking about it, but when the 
Church is not thinking about it; and it is dead 
certain the Church is not thinking about it to- 
day. 

“Be ye also ready.” 

He said so. 

He who is the Son of God, the truth and no 
lie, He said it. 

He said it for the Church that should be after 
He should ascend to heaven. 

He said it for the Church in any and every 
hour after He had ascended to heaven. 

“Be ye also ready.” 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 79 


It would be amazing foolery to attempt to ap- 
ply it to any generation but a present generation. 

‘Be ye also ready.” 

It means we are always on he threshold of 
His Coming. 

It is impossible to mean anything else. 

It does mean that. 

It means the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
1s imminent. 

Since the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
imminent, it ought to be an incentive and a hope. 

It should be an incentive to the highest Chris- 
tian living. 

If the Lord should come tomorrow you would 
not wish Him to find you doing what a Christian 
ought not to do; nor, would you like Him to find 
you where a Christian ought not to be. 

You surely would wish to meet Him with 
your accounts all straight, your responsibilities 
discharged and your life without fault. You 
would not wish to be put to shame at His Com- 
ing. 

Because He is Coming, and because our place 
in the kingdom will depend upon the character 
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we are living as Christians; then the “any 
moment” Coming of the Lord should be an in- 
centive to the noblest type of Christian living, 
Christian service and devotion. 

Since the Coming of Christ means all for 
which our hearts are yearning; since it means 
the fulfilment of our redemption, the exaltation 
of the Church into the place of rulership and 
power, and the transformation of the world into 
an arena for God, for righteousness and peace, 
it is as it has been divinely called: 

‘““THE BLESSED HOPE.” 

It is to be held, not merely as a doctrine, but 
as a hope; and we are told that he that hath it 
as a hope upon the Lord will purify himself even 
as He is pure. 

If the Lord is Coming: yea, if I really wish 
Him to come, then will I truly seek, and invol- 
untarily, each passing moment to be in full ac- 
cord with Him. 

With the apostle, therefore, I beseech you 
brethren, by the Coming of the Lord that ye be 
not moved away from the hope of the Gospel, 
“the hope of glory;” that ye let no time be 
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wasted; that ye be always ready; for, in an hour 
when ye think not He may come. Already the 
air is blowing as from suddenly opened gates in 
heaven; already the sensitive earth is shivering 
as though His presence were drawing nigh, in- 
deed. If He should come this night He would 
bid you stand before Him, and at once, without 
delay, give an account for the deeds done in the 
body, for the life you have professed to live in 
His name. 

Be ready, Christian, for you, and not another, 
must give an account of yourself to Him, He 
who is none other than our great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. It is true He will bring 
to light every hidden thing of darkness uncon- 
fessed; but it is, also, blessedly true that every 
Christian shall have praise of Him for the 
slightest thing done in His name; neither the 
cup of cold water given nor the word fitly spoken 
will be forgot. 

Men out of Christ! 

You are not safe a moment out of Christ. 

Get into Christ. 

He is your only shelter. 


ree 
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I say get into Christ; and you can get into 
Him. 

You can get into Him by letting Him get into 
you. 

He will enter into you and possess you if you 
will but throw your soul wide open by faith 
in Him. 

The exercise of that faith should be clear, 
simple, direct and objective. 

Claim Him on that cross as the sacrifice for 
sin provided by God Himself. Claim Him as 
your personal substitute. Offer Him as such to 
God, and God the Father will accept Him on 
your behalf. In a moment you shall be deliv- 
ered from the penalty of sin. You will be 
legally justified. You will be safe, as safe as 
the children of Israel under the sprinkled blood 
of the Passover night in Egypt. The moment 
you believe Christ becomes your Passover. His 
blood meets your case and answers all demands 
of divine righteousness. The Risen Christ will 
impart His perfect life; and thus, redeemed, 
justified, regenerated, you shall belong to Him; 
and were He to come, even now, this minute, 
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you, the sincere believer, would be in Him, He 
would be in you; and by grace, through faith 
you would be forever saved and glorified. 

Now is the accepted time. Now is yours and 
not tomorrow. 

Tomorrow may not be grace. Tomorrow may 
be judgment. 

Delay not, lose no time, fly to the shelter of 
the blood. 
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